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"Among the community at large he was singularly
active in promoting good objects, and his fertile mind
was always devising new schemes for advancing morality
and religion. During all his life his plans never lay
dormant; but so soon as his mind was clear about the
plan, he attempted its execution. In this way he did
not fail to disturb the peace of those who wished to be
let alone; so that whether we judge him by the good he
attempted, or by the sort of opposition he encountered,
the verdict will be the same. In the year of the Great
Eevival (1859), whilst some worthy men held aloof, or
even attempted to condemn the movement, and to fore-
bode evil results, Professor McCosh was active in trying
to give it a right direction. He conducted Bible classes,
and encouraged others to the same. One of his Bible
classes, which required long journeys across Belfast, was
at Lepper's Eow, for the mill-workers, where with th<*
help of his distinguished pupil, Mr. Thomas Sinclair, he
started the organization which has developed into Dun*
cairn Church. About the same date he united with Eev.
L. E. Berkeley in founding the Bible and Colportage
Society of Ireland, which has ever since continued to
send trained missionaries with the word of God and
other Christian literature to all parts of that country.
McCosh to the last regarded colportage as the most
suitable form of evangelization for the circumstances of
Ireland. It was the sight of the great philosopher going
about in Belfast with his collecting book in hand trying
to secure support for colporteurs, that first made me a
convert to the cause.

"The ecclesiastical condition of Ireland was at that
time anomalous: the rich Episcopalian minority beingJ with w bits " in dofonco of Christian truth,
